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Marlborough Primary Academy School 
HISTORY Key Vocabulary 

 
It is crucial that children have explicit and robust instruction in vocabulary, to support their verbal and written communication. At Marlborough Primary 
Academy, we know that a good understanding of a wide range of vocabulary supports success across the whole curriculum. Therefore, children are regularly 
taught new vocabulary in all areas of the curriculum.  
 
We know that vocabulary is developed in two ways: 

1) Through indirect instruction; using rich reading experiences to grow vocabulary ‘naturally’. Paying attention to context to work out meaning and using 
background knowledge. 

2) Through direct ‘robust’ instruction. Good vocabulary instruction involves… 
a. Decisions about which words to teach 
b. Decisions about how to teach these words 

 
Vocabulary learning at Marlborough is taught in a fun and active way across the curriculum. Each unit of learning within each subject has key vocabulary 
identified and taught. 

 
Having key subject specific vocabulary gives our children cultural capital to be able to engage with the wider world as they move through life.  
 

 Willows Class Maple Class Sycamore Class Beech Class 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

2023-
2024 

A long time ago, same/different, 
change, people, lives, history, 
artefact, past/now, modern, old, 
new, order, compare, discuss, 
questioning, finding out, 

bonfire, king, 
fire, plot, 
fireworks, 
celebration, 
Scotland, 
England, 
Queen, 
Elizabeth 1, 
Protestant, 
church, 
Catholics, 
Christians, 
building, 
Parliament, 
conspirators, 
truth, death, 
confession, 
sentenced, 
gunpowder, 
explosion, 
chronology, 
sources, 
artefacts, 

explorer, 
electricity, 
light, clothes, 
fine fabrics, 
silk, feathers, 
hats, 
headdresses, 
horses, 
carriages, 
sailing ships, 
merchant 
ship, maths, 
astronomy, 
geography, 
maps, 
travelling, 
West, Asia, 
world, King 
Ferdinand, 
Queen 
Isabella, 
Spain, 
journey, crew, 
sailing, 

sources, 
primary, 
secondary, 
activities, 
amusement, 
artefact, ball 
game, bathing 
huts, bay, 
beach, beach 
flag, boat 
rides, caravan 
site, change, 
cliffs, Coast, 
current, 
danger, 
different, 
donkey rides, 
fairground, fish 
and chips, 
fishing, float, 
harbor, 
holiday, ice 
cream, jet skis, 
lifeguard, 

Agricola, 
armour, army, 
Atrebates, 
auxiliary, 
barracks, 
Boudicca, 
Britannia, 
Britannia 
Inferior, 
Britannia 
Superior, 
Caledonia 
(Scotland), 
Catuvellauni, 
centurion, 
century, 
Claudius, 
Colchester, 
conquer, 
construct, 
emperor, 
empire, fort, 
gladius, galea, 
Gaul, general, 

civilisation, 
society, culture, 
social 
development, 
organisation, 
settlements, 
towns, cities, 
BC, AD, 
archaeology, 
writing, tablets, 
historians,  
papyrus, bones, 
bamboo, 
pictures, 
symbols, 
invention, trade, 
communities, 
trading, 
numbers, 
systems, 
weights, ratio, 
measurements, 
technology, 
invented, 

agriculture, 
alloy, 
archaeological, 
arches, 
artefacts, 
bronze, 
bronze, age, 
burial, 
Caerwent, 
calendar, 
Celtic, 
construction, 
copper, 
culture, 
defend, 
Doggerland, 
druids, 
evidence, 
festivals, flax, 
flint, healing, 
hillfort, holy, 
hunter-
gatherer, iron, 
iron age, 

changes, 
differences, 
decades, era, 
sources, 
photographs, 
images, 
similarities, 
differences, 
information, 
periods, primary, 
secondary, 
reliability, 
interpret, 
evidence, 
conclusion, 
questions, home 
life, popular 
culture, 
technology, main 
events 

local, enquiry, 
Devonport, 
dockyard, 
people, trade, 
work, 
employment, 
impact, 

‘Holmgang’, 
‘Thing’, alliance, 
Bayeux 
Tapestry, 
borough, burial, 
chieftain, 
confront, 
conquest, 
Danelaw, 
decisive, defend, 
duel, 
fortifications, heir, 
invasion, jarl, 
karls, king, 
longhouse, 
longship, 
monarchy, Norse 
myths, 
opposition, 
plunder, 
priory/monastery, 
raid, ranks, reign, 
reinforcements, 
religious 
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voyage, 
Europe, 
riches, gold, 
spices, Nina, 
Santa Maria, 
Pinta, 
dangerous, 
crows nest, 
crew, 
porridge, 
biscuits, 
maggots, 
healthy diet, 
North 
America, 
knowledge, 
aeroplanes, 
space, 
telescope, 
satellites, 
Earth, orbit, 
astronaut, 
spacecraft, 
travelled, 
moon, 
compare, 
different, 
same, 
chronology, 

lighthouse, 
locomotive, 
marina, 
modern, 
natural, old, 
paddling, 
parasol, 
passenger, 
past, physical, 
pier, popular, 
postcard, 
prom, 
promenade, 
puppet show, 
resort, 
rockpools, 
rules, safety, 
sand, sand 
dunes, 
sandcastle, 
seaside, 
similar, 
stones/shingle, 
surfing, 
swimming, 
tide, tourist, 
UK, Victorian, 
waves 

Germanic, 
granary, 
Hadrian, 
Honorius, 
Iceni, invasion, 
latrines, legion, 
legionary, 
London, 
Mediterranean, 
pilum, 
provinces, 
rebel, 
rebellions, 
Roman, round 
houses, 
Saxons, 
scutum, 
Septimus 
Severus, 
settlement, St. 
Albans, tribe, 
tunic, Watling 
Street 

sources, 
temples, 
illustration, 
 

language, 
lowlands, 
melted, 
Mesolithic, 
metalworking, 
monument, 
mystery, 
Neolithic, 
paleolithic, 
ploughing, 
pottery, 
precious, 
prehistory, 
raking, rare, 
reconstruction, 
records, 
remains, 
romans, 
roundhouses, 
sacrifice, 
sarsens, 
settlement, 
significant, site, 
sources, stone 
age, 
Stonehenge, 
tamed, 
thatched, 
theories, tin, 
tonnes, torc, 
trade, tribal, 
wattle and 
daub, wealthy, 
weave 

institutions, 
rivals, tactic, 
territory, thralls, 
trade, unification, 
Vahalla, Vikings 
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A long time ago, same/different, 
change, people, lives, history, 
artefact, past/now, modern, old, 
new, order, compare, discuss, 
questioning, finding out, 

batteries, 
category, 
change, 
characteristics, 
chronological, 
order, decade, 
differences,  
exhibit, group, 
materials, 
mechanical, 
museum, 
newest, older, 
oldest, past, 
present, 
similarities, 
timeline, toys, 
visitor 

absolute, 
army, arrow, 
barons, battle, 
beheaded, Bill 
of Rights, 
Catholic, 
Cavaliers, 
census, 
chronology, 
Church of 
England, Civil 
War, 
conquered, 
conqueror, 
constitutional, 
monarchy, 
coronation, 

castles, 
Bayeux 
Tapestry, 
Normans, 
invade, 
timeline, 
crowned, king, 
legendary, 
Battle of 
Hastings, 
conquered, 
England, 
Wales, 
Scotland, 
Ireland, 
monarch, 
rebelled, 

abandoned, 
abandonment, 
ancestors, 
archaeologist, 
artefacts, bark, 
base-20, 
blowpipes, 
calendar, 
carvings, 
ceremonies, 
city-states, 
civilization, 
climate 
change, 
codices, 
colonised, corn, 
craftsmen, 

cyning’ – king, 
Anglo-Saxons, 
archaeologist, 
archaeology, 
Bretwalda, 
brooches, burhs, 
Ceorl, 
Christianity, 
coinage, 
converted, craft 
worker, Danelaw, 
defence, 
defendant, 
discovery, earl, 
evidence, fort, 
fyrd’ – army, 
Hadrian’s Wall, 

afterlife, Akhet, 
archaeological 
site, architect, 
artisans, black 
silt, canopic 
jars, Deir el-
Medina, 
dynasty, 
economy, 
Egyptology, 
elites, 
embalming, 
exiled, export, 
Giza pyramids, 
heir, 
hieroglyphic, 
writing, 

crime, 
punishment, 
prevent, deter, 
prison, time 
periods, jury, 
judge, trial, 
lawyer, 
magistrate, 
pillory, 
transportation, 
citizens, non-
citizens, trail, 
execution, 
compensation, 
witnesses, 
shaming 
punishment, 

Shang Dynasty, 
China, 
hereditary rulers, 
kingdom, power, 
Bronze Age, 
oracle bones, 
society, 
archaeologists, 
burials, tombs, 
ceremonial 
objects, ceramic 
pottery, pyramid 
system, absolute 
power, subjects, 
protection, 
domesticated, 
peasants, 

Acropolis, 
alliances, allies, 
architecture, 
Boule, city-state, 
civilisation, 
Classical Period, 
conquest, Dark 
Age, democracy, 
dialogue, 
Dikasteria, 
diplomacy, 
Ekklesia, empire, 
ethics, 
excavated, 
fragmented, 
fresco, 
geometry, heir, 
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crown, 
disobey, 
divine rights, 
Domesday, 
dynasty, 
executed, 
Glorious 
Revolution,  
government, 
gunpowder, 
Gunpowder 
Plot, 
Hanoverian, 
heir, 
hereditary, 
historians, 
human rights, 
influence, 
invaders, 
justice, Magna 
Carta, 
monarch, 
Normandy, 
orb, 
parliament, 
Plantagenet, 
plot, Pope, 
prime, Prime 
Minister, 
rebel, reign, 
Roundheads, 
sceptre, 
Spanish 
Armada, 
survival, 
taxes, throne, 
Tudor, 
Victorian Age, 
Windsor 

soldiers, motte 
and bailey, 
stone keep 
castles, Tower 
of London, 
defending, 
middle ages, 
Medieval 
Period, 
similarities, 
differences, 
battlements, 
attackers, 
moat, ditch, 
entrance, 
portcullis, 
drawbridge, 
siege, 
surrender, 
starve, 
knights, lords, 
ladies, 
peasants 
revolt, tax, poll 
tax, 
stronghold, 
Royal mint, 
royal 
residence, 
tourist 
attraction, 
crown jewels. 

currency, 
dams, 
decipher, 
decline, 
disease, 
drought, 
environment, 
European 
invaders, 
excavation, 
farm, farmers, 
festivals, 
flourish, forage, 
glyphs, greed, 
hunt, hunter-
gatherer, 
immunity, 
invaders, 
king/queen, 
leather, 
merchants, 
natural 
disaster, 
nobles, 
peasants, 
pellets, 
permanent, 
poison, 
population, 
priests, 
regions, 
religion, 
sacrifices, 
settlements, 
slash and burn, 
irrigation, 
slaves, social 
hierarchy, 
terraces, 
theories, 
thriving, 
warfare 

heptarchy, 
invaders, 
livestock, mead, 
missionary work, 
monastery, 
monk, oath-
keeper, pagan, 
peninsula, reign, 
replica, riddles, 
runes, saint, 
Scots, sources, 
Sutton Hoo, 
thane, thatched, 
Tribe, wergild, 
Witan, Woden, 
paganism 

hieroglyphs, 
import, 
irrigation, 
legacy, life 
expectancy, 
Monument, 
mortuary 
temple, 
mummification, 
natron, noble, 
papyrus, 
Peret, 
pharaohs, 
plundered, 
reign, reliefs, 
replica, 
Saqqara, 
sarcophagus, 
Shemu, 
Sphinx, 
temples, The 
Underworld, 
UNESCO 
World Heritage 
Site,, Valley of 
the Kings, 
vizier 

justice, 
Parliament, 
investigation,   

craftsmen, 
alphabet, 
bamboo, silk, 
calendar, 
pictographs, 
excavations, 
astronomical, 
radiocarbon, 
scientists, 
legend, 

Hippocratic oath, 
inquiry, integrate, 
labyrinth, 
Minoan, 
monarchy, 
Mycenae, 
Mycenaean, 
Oligarchy,, 
Parthenon, 
phalanx, 
Philosophy, 
polis, retaliated, 
revolted, 
Socratic method, 
surrendered, 
tholos, triremes, 
truce, tyranny 

 

 

 


